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Wepnespay, December 2. 1713. 





™ Oodnefs and not Truth is the ultimate 
Object of our Wifhes, in the Enjoyment 

of which the Perfection and Felicity of 
intelligent Natures contift: Knowledge 
therefore cannot be defirable for its own Sake, and 
meerly as it {tocks the Imagination with Ideas, and 
adorns the Mind with Schemes of Speculation, but 
is valuable only as it 1s beneficial to the Poffeflor, 
and as it enables him to be ufeful to Mankind. 
This our Forefathers, in the e:deit Ages of the 
World, well underftood, before good Senfe and 
Simplicity of Manners were corrupted by the de- 
generate ad falfe Wifdom of vain Philofophers, 
who ftudious only to know and not to act, {pent 
all their ‘Time in idle Contemplation. ‘Therefore 
the firft Men paid the greateft Veneration to thofe, 
who invented Arts or Sciences that brought any 
folid Good to the Publick. 'Thofe who by any 
Difcoveries had deferw’d well of their Country, 
were applauded while alive, and ador’d after 
Death. Not on'y Ceres, the Inventor of Agricul- 
ture; Facchus, of planting the Vine 5 Vulcan, of 
working in Iron ; and others forthe like Reafons, 
were deify’d and worfhipd by the People 5 but 
even AE/culapius,who found out the Art of drawing 
Teeth, and preferibing a purging Medicine, as C:- 
cero relates, was reverenc’d before, and after his 
D -ceate Was rais’d to the Dignity of a Demi-God, 


Operator for cutting Corns, and giving Eate to 
sAlicted Toes, had liv’d in thoie Primitive Ages, 
he had fooner been confecrated after his Death, and 
enrol?’d among inferior Doeitics, than any idle 
Compilers of Philofophical Romances, who might 
have amus’d the P ople vith empty Speculations, 
but not have procar’d them any real Good. 

Tis worthy of Obfrvation, thatin After-Times 
the great Mx hae! Ancelo derivd his Sirname Buene- 


vote from inventing a Cart ofa new Fafhion, which 
might be drawn by one Horfe, in pity to a poor 
Man who had but one left 5 the’ this great Artaft 
never had an Appeliation of Honour given him 
for any of the ftate y Palaces he had built, nor toz 
his wonderful Dome confecrated to St. Perer 3 and 
by the Decifion of right Reafon, the Title Sxoxo- 
vora arifing from an A&t of Compaflion and Bene- 
volence redounded more to his Glory, than that 
of Grmanicus or Afiaticus wowd have done, had he 
procur’d either of them by hottile Invafions, and 
by the Dettruction of Mankind. 

Since therefore Arts and Sciences are only valua- 
ble, as they are beneficial, the Rank of their Merit 
and Excellence muft be fertled by the different De- 
grees of their Ufefulnefs. Hence Divine and Mo- 


val Kuvwicduc, that enmnahles and extcnds the Soul, 
multiplies and exalts our Ideas, and nupiores oo 


fuperior Faculties, as dire€tly tending to promote 
the Perfeétion and Felicity of human Nature, 
claims the higheft Place among IntelleCtual Endow- 
ments, Next to this I place the Contemplation 
of the wife and admirable Turns and Events of 
Providence in the Government of the Moral 
World, confpicuous in the furprizing Changes of 
States and Kingdoms, and the varrous Fates of Fa- 
nilies and Perfons, but efpecially in fo over-ruling 
and guiding.the Enterprizes of Princes; as to 
make them produce contrary Events to thofe they 
had defign’d. The Knowledge of Policy and 
Occonomy, which regard the Happinefs otf Man 
as a Member of a Civil Society, or of a Family, 
then Agriculture, Phyfick and Mechanical Arts 
take their Place, inthe fubordinate Gradations of 
Honour. The Accomplifharents of a meer Grarn- 
matical Critick; and a Commentator oa the Claf- 
fick Authors or the ancient Philofophers, tho’ per- 
haps they may in fome fort b beneficial, yet muit 
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be contented with the lowe!it Kank, becaule Man- 
kind may be yer¥ hoppy without tb > hate 








A Man may en‘oy good Health, be efteem'd and. 
lovd by his Neighbours, have the Poficflion ot 
himielt, and live comtortably with his Family, 
tho’ he is not fatisfy’d which of the difpute | Syl- 
lables or Stops is the true Reading in an ancient 
Writer. Should the Controverfys of Criticks con- 
tinue undecided till Doomiday, ! cannot fee what 
creat Detriment would betal Mankind : They are 
not of that Importance, that the Events ot War,the 
Revolutions of States and Empires, or any weighty 
Affairs of Families or Perfons, fhould turn upon 
therr Determination. , 

'The(e Reflections have been occafion’d by a 
Letter communicated to me by my Bookiclier, 
which he receiv’d from the Chaplain of Sir Gregory 
Fookwornt, «a Country Gentleman of a great Eitate 5 
which is as follows : 


To Ni. ------- Pook jell x in London, 
Nov. 12. 1713. 
STR, 
‘ Gentleman of your 'Pown, whofe Name I 
A © {all conceal, lately din’'d with Sir Gregory 5 
‘ his Converlation at firit turn’d upon the furpri- 
‘ Jing Curiofitices and wonderful Productions of 
‘Nature, which he exemplify’d in the admirable 
‘ Creucture and Varicty of Cocklefhells ; the nu- 
© wyerous Kinds of Grafs, which, as I remember, 
‘he (aid were Pourfcore.He next expatiated on the 
‘ Hillery of Mufhroons, and the Properties of that 
‘ peculias Worm or Infect bred in this dubious 
* Species, whofe Volatile Salt, ashe faid, made it 
‘ fuchan agreeable Sauce.Here he made aDigreflion, 
* ond inflruéted the Company in the Nature and 
‘ Kinds of Sauces, by learned Remarks from Apicins 
‘dt he i . eee ee te ee 
rortn, and fhew his Erudition : He defcrib’d his 
© own and fome other noble Libraries, and told 
how admirably they were contriv’d, fitted u 
and adorn’d with Folios, and other fubordinate 
Sizes, all gilt and rang’d in beautiful Order, 
till | began to confider him as an Upholiterer in 
Learning, that hangs and furnifhes large Rooms 
‘with Wrieers of all forts, but efpecially thofe of 
noule: If he is any thing more, it muft be 
‘only a Virtuofo in Books, who amafles the 
‘ Works of the Learned and Unlearned, without 
© Diftinction, not to perule them, but only to out- 
‘vie all Pretenders to the Science of colleéting 
Authors. By his Difcourfe, which was wholly a- 
bout the Hiftory of Learning, and the Editions 
of Writers, he feem’d to me to have more the 
‘ Air of the Bookteller, than the Scholar. How- 
ever, he gain’d fo upon my Patron, who has a 
* Head turn’d that Way, that he has refolv’d to 
augment his Library with feveral Shelves, and 
‘to add new Levees to each Regiment of Au- 
In purfuance of this Defign he has com- 
1 nie to write to you,. to furnifh his empty 
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‘ Spaces with Three Yards of myftick Theoloo 2 
¢ and as many of the fubtile and profound Labours 
‘of the Schooimen; he defires Seyen Foor in 
¢ Folio of the beit Civil Law 5; but if you can 
procure him the Trattatus Trafarsum, he'll build 
«a Place on purpole to receive thofe numerous 
Volumes. 

© Being determin’d to fearch the Depths of 
¢ Philofophy, and having all Modern Writers in 
Contempt, compar’d with the ancient Sages, he 
‘ defires you to fend him Ar:/iorle’s Philofophical 
Works, and an entire Colle&tion of his Com- 
* mentators. ‘ 

‘He defires likewife all Authors whatfoever, 
that have been long out of Print, and are found 
‘in very few Hands 3 fuch as the sible of Sixtus 
© Owntus, Aricenne of the Soul 5 and, in fhort, if 
« you fee in any Catalogue to be fold by Auction, 
the Title of a Book with this Parenthefis at the 
End (Liber raviffmus) be it what it will, buy it, 
and as to the Price, your Commiffion 1s unlimi- 
‘ted. He had given order tor Sir Ifzac Newton’s 
‘ Philofophy, which he thought was fearce, but 
‘recall’d it, having heard that it 1s newly re- 
« printed. . F 

‘| propos’d to him Tillot/ox’s Works 5 but he 
‘ rejected them with an Air of Contempt, and 
faid, ‘Chat Author by lying in every Bookfeller’s 
Shop, and every Gentleman’s Clofet, had loft 
© his Credit. 

‘ You are commiftion’d to procure all Philofo- 
¢ phical Romances, fuch as Thy Sy/icm of Cartefius, 
© Gaffendus on Epicurus, Purnet’s Theery of the Earth, 
‘ which he is told are entertaining,eand writ in 
‘a high Tatte of Scholaitick Errantry 5 any Effays 
‘of the Students in Occule Philofophy, and of 
© Roficrucian Adepts on the Philofopher’s Stone, 
‘and Tranfmutation of Metals; all Peices of 
* Cabbaliftical and Hieroglyphic Learning, and 
¢ the Writers on Talifmans, Magick, Dreams and 
* Divination, will mightily oblige him. He has 
‘ heard that many of thefe Authors were found in 
‘the Colle&tion of the [ate Learned Smallcole- 
© Man; if youcan procure any of them from thofe 
‘ who bought them, he values no Coft. He has 
‘ Nine Editions of Foethius de Confolatione, and 
‘ hears there is yet a Tenth printed at Frank fort 5 
‘ you mutt by allmeans get it to compleat his Set. 
© The fearce Editions of Aldus, the Juntre, Flarry 
. Stephens, Vafcocan, and Macs, are perfectly a- 
‘ greeable to his Tatte. My Commiflion at this 
time ends, whenI have told you that you mutt 
take care to fend him the French Epick Poets, 
and the Ingenious and Learned Labours of that 
Nation on Mortos and Devites. 
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